
 
            

    

 

MEDIA Release  

 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS: Contact name, number and email address 

04/04/2012 

 

 

 

 
Breaking into Law – Disability Education Options 

 
 
Griffith Law School has developed an innovative partnership with the Spinal Injuries 
Association which could assist 10 people with physical disability achieve a law degree 
and ultimately a career in the law 
 
Deputy Head of Griffith Law School, Associate Professor Fiona Kumari Campbell said it 
is vital more pathways are made available for people with disability to transition to higher 
education and the employment opportunities which come with that. 
 
“Australia has a shameful unemployment record for people with disability, with only 35% 
receiving a wage or salary as their principle source of income,” Professor Campbell said.  
 
“Of all the OECD countries, the personal income of disabled Australians is the lowest, 
being equal to just 44% of that of a nondisabled person,” she said. 
 
“And important way of overcoming this is through higher education.”   
  
In two preparatory workshops, participants will be introduced to strategies for coping with 
the change to student life and making the most of the academic opportunities. 
Representatives of Shine Lawyers will also lead a session on the legal profession and the 
range of career options available to them. 
 
“Participants will still ultimately need to qualify for entry into the law school, but through 
this project, it may be possible to help them achieve that,” Professor Campbell said. 
 
The Spinal Injuries Association’s Employment Options is the only service in Australia 
which exclusively assists people with a physical disability gain employment. 
 
Manager Mr Graham Eglington said he is excited that his clients will have the opportunity 
to go on and complete law subjects at university. 
 
“Having a physical disability doesn’t mean that you can no longer study, work and 
contribute to society,” Mr Eglington said. 
 
The preliminary workshops are set for April 30 and May 24. Successful completion of 
those will allow participants to enrol in one course for semester 2, 2012 and continue on 
towards a law degree.  
 
A limited number of places are available. For more information contact eo@spinal.com.au 
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